United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 









P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. J CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/877,641 


06/08/2001 


Juan Luis Benitez- Vargas 


9339 



7590 

EMERY L. TRACY 
P.O.BOX 1518 
BOULDER, CO 80306 



06/20/2008 



EXAMINER 



EWART, JAMES D 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2617 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



06/20/2008 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding* 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



-PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
09/877,641 


Applicant(s) 

BE N ITEZ- VARGAS , JUAN LUIS 


Examiner 

Sylvia Mack 


Art Unit 
2617 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rydbeck (US Pat. 5,590,417). 

Regarding claim 1, Rydbeck discloses a system for hands-free wireless cellular 
phone use (Abstract) comprising: 

an earset including a ear hanger (headset 110, ear clip 160 [col. 3, lines 28 - 38, 

Fig. 7J) an earphone with volume control (speaker 140, volume control arrangement [col. 

3, lines 3 - 8, lines 65 -67, col. 4, lines 1 - 7, lines 37 - 47, Fig. 7J), 

a microphone (microphone 150, Fig. 7) designed to be positioned over a user's mouth 

(col. 3, lines 3 - 8, col. 4, lines 66 - 67, col. 5, lines 1-11, Fig. 7), 

and a receptor/transmitter unit capable of receiving and transmitting signals of a specific 

wavelength (FM receiver 210, FM transmitter 205 communicate over short distance [col. 

3, lines 39 - 48, Fig. 4a]), 

the receptor/transmitter unit electronically connected to the earphone and microphone 
(FM receiver 210, coupled, via audio amplifier 220, to speaker 140 and FM transmitter 
205 coupled to microphone 150, [col. 3, lines 39 - 48, lines 65 - 67, col. 4, lines 1 - 7, 
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Fig. 4a] or Transceiver 207 coupled to microphone 150 [col. 4, lines 66 - 67, col. 5, 
lines 1-11, Fig. 4b]) 

the earset designed to be worn over a user's ear, the earphone designed to be 
positioned over an ear of a user (ear clip 160, col. 3, lines 28 - 38, Fig.7) 

(b) a cellular phone (portable telephone unit 100 [col. 2, lines 56 - 67, col. 3, lines 1 - 2, 
Fig. 2c]); 

(c) a universal plug (transceiver 255, Fig. 6) electronically connected to the cellular 
phone (portable telephone unit 100 [col. 5, lines 56 - 67, col. 6, lines 1 - 3, Fig. 2c]) 
capable of receiving and transmitting signals of a specific wavelength (col. 3, lines 39 - 
48); 

(d) wherein a user would be able to use the earset to communicate with another 
individual through the cellular phone (col. 1 , lines 46 -56). 

Regarding claim 2, as applied to claim 1 , Rydbeck further discloses 
wherein the receptor/transmitter unit and the universal plug would be capable of using 
the same wavelength (col. 3, lines 39 - 48). 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, as applied to claim 2, Rydbeck further discloses 
wherein words spoken into the microphone of the earset (headset 110, Fig. 2c) or words 
spoken by another individual in communication the cellular phone (portable telephone 
unit, 100, Fig. 2c) are converted to radio signals of a specific wavelength (col. 3, lines 
39 - 480) wherein the signals are then wherein the signals are then transmitted and 
amplified by the receptor/transmitter unit (FM transmitter 205, Fig. 4a) unit in the earset 
(headset) to the .universal plug (transceiver 255, Fig. 6), wherein the universal plug 
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(transceiver) then converts the radio signals transmitted from the receptor/transmitter 
unit in the earset (headset) into audible amplified communication, allowing 
communication to the another individual who would in telephonic communication with a 
person using the present invention (The transceiver in the portable telephone unit is 
similar to the transceiver in the headset and performs accordingly [col. 3, lines 65 - 67, 
col. 4, lines 1 - 7, lines 66 - 67, col. 5, lines 1-11, col. 5, lines 56 - 67, col. 6, lines 1 - 
4, Fig. 4b). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patent is cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
clips and bookmarks in general: 

US Pat. No. 6,885,848 to Lee 
US Pat. No. 6,078,825 to Hahn 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sylvia Mack whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-1212. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8:00 am 
to 5pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on (571) 272-7876. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the. 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Sylvia Mack 
Examiner/ Art Unit 2617 



^ LESTER G. K5NCA5D 

supervisory ppiws-rx 3t*\r 




